
,----..:__-~-----, 
I ~M C'.?ollectoi;.o Dit>,e,,&t . 

.JANUARY . t952. 

-----::-;-:;---P.~· :--u~ .. §6.:,. ---· P.wi::. ne Vol.6. Na.61. Pu= _ -- ---

: R.cip coll uceO -
l 

f i,o~ tk COVCZ.I' 

oft.~ fiMt>' 

-To"'-1',q,U) 

ffiere~ Bo->~ 

wk.ic h- 0 t"' 

colou~ ~ 



(Vol.6) 

.,,~ . . 

~ -&ol!ecteirA' 
YJJe, eA t. ., -

. I 

Price 1/64. 

.renusrz 1952 
Post Free 

Edi tor, l4iscellanaou.e Section , 
Herbert Leckenby, Telephone Rl:chenge, 

c/o Central Regi stry- , Northern CommMd, York. 

J'RCI( '!BB EDIT<ll 'S CHAIR 

A HsJ>Pl 1'ew Year to ill, and Good Hunting 

According to Plan: Rl:actJ.y a yesr ego tonight, December 
the 19th, I vma buay meillng the .t.nnual. I heve just 
returned home fr om the ssme plesssnt teak. Round •bout 
10 p.m. I made "IY silcth journe:,: t o the G.P .O. and dropped 
the laa t of the p ackets into the mouth of the letter -.ax. 
It s eemed choked end I heard s v oice s ey from somewhere be
hind it, "What th e h-l's ell ~s lot ." I did not en
lighte n the voice. .J I -~d home I gave a sigh of re
lief, for it's no small reepcnaibilit:T preparing our Anmlel. 
I hed accep ted quite e lot of helf....guinees, end...,. wcpected 
to deliver th e goods. Supposing someone much concerned 
with its production hed f11llen ill s t the eleven th hour; or 
something el s e hed happened to wreck our plena I I more the 
once bed shuddered et the thought. However, preise be , 
right from the tim e ,re filced the date f or the first "rtiole 
t o be typed ever,ytbing trevelljld on oiled wheels. 

Glancing through e copy et t er e well-eerned supp e r it 
seemed to me that it woul d beer comnerison With its 
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predeceeeora. There mey be e f<IW am,,ll errors end two or 
three chengwa of addres• c81118 along too lat e for ins ertion. 
Th"8e end other corrections will eppeer elsewher e in tbie 
iewe. 
hPaer&~l•l8,,!"c8flSn~ {A1AaYl!e8'!!f88TB.EJ ;iUt!~hfr 
\l.89tul 8IJ;r1f87 • 

If the price of peper had b een e oomp~r .. uveq minor 
it- in coat of production ea it \I.Bed to be, we coul.d h eve 
displeyed the erticlea bethr1 ee it is the,- have e crowded 
look, but that's inerlteble. The ait,,u,tion ia the aeme ea 
during the First li er when our fevourite pepere hed to eppeer 
with ti.JqJ tJpe, BIDBll 111\1.Btretiona end nutahell editor'• 
chat. 

~,ell, I'm off to bed to dreem ot e br18ht Chrietmea end 
•o heer voices eeying , I hope, "It's worth e gllinee e time, 
n ot helf .• 

Next Dey. I've just received £ letter from Harr;y Homen 
he eeks, "lihom ehf'll I write about for n""'t ;reer•e .Anmael ?" 
There'• enthwtieam end quick aerTioe · for ;rou. I'm suggeat• 
ing Leon K~strel or Plmnmer . Wh et do you think? 

Roger Jenkins, too, 1a tb.ink1J16' of teckling Bunter. Oh 
;ree, he'<l find ecmething fresh, don't worry. And I've aome 
a rticles in hand which will etill be topic al. Looks ea if 
we sh e ll heve the next Anm:wl re11dy round •bout midBU111Dert 

I • • • • • • 
, A Change of Surr a~. Some of you know tbet cheerl ess, 
'prison - lik e r oom inch I spent mos t of 111;1 working dl'Y'• 

I '.,ell, I'v ;, now moved on t o e ""1tchboerd in encther be=<>cke 
e U ttle further along the ro 11d from York. It' a n,:,w k:Jlo,on 

ea !Dl>hel Berr ecke, 'phone mimber York 5}621. ' lhen ;rou 
enter the berrecke gete ;rou turn right end ,...lk •long about 
50 7 ~rde when ;rou wi ll see Dir room feeing ~ stretch of green 
turf. It's a cosier room with e decent el<iCtric fire to g1 , 
;rou e wermer 119lcome if 7c,u care t o c ell wllen ;rou ere peeein 
this we;r. 

Aclcno,rledg9ment , I should juet like to ee;r bow much I 
eppreoi ete the ecorae of gr eetings cards I hl?.ve rQceived, 
me~ of th,.. from friend• I heT8 never e e en. I om sur<1 70\l 
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'ld.11 r esl ie e it is icpoaaible f or lll6 to ecl<nowl ad8e them 
indivi.dul'lly. If too, I bPve ! Ailed to reply to letters 
cont oining qu6ri es recently I r JD 8Ul'e 7 ou will edJDi t I have 
s good IIXOWI& if I bl£lllle the Annuel. However, I shell new 
be f'ble to i,e t o bre r ther , so if 7 CJU. h .-.ve questiom to 11ek 
you will hecr more promptly from 

Yours aince:rel; 
IIERBl!m L'X:~ • 

Po stscript. Chrietmfaa D(')'. Vt.en on t he /umlU!l r re l'lre"dT 
fl <>llin;,( 1n 11\Y poet or 'phone, P.lld gee t ~, we seem t o have! 

/ scored eg,,in. I pl'rticul f'rly like this tribute from '1i lfred 
Drrwin to his fellow r rtist, "Verd ict - Bette r then ever. l 
cover de sign very et rilcing . Bcb :lhit er•s beet ." 

You oen perhope iJJlCE,1.ne the thrills I got ee these 
voices c eme 07 er the lines wi t h their eineer6 congr etul etio 
- J ohn Shaw 's. Jl;m Hepburn ' s , Bob · 1hiter•e, fo r oxrmpl e. 
Oh, what perfect timing t o bring ellout e hcpp7 , con tent ed 
Chrietmee f or me. - lI.L. 

THE 411NUAL 
.i.mendmenta end Correctioos 

Pt.ge 12. Righ t-bend column . St&t&J11ent that Oreyfrien 
J{&rel d wve back on New Yel'r ' s Dll7, 1919, is incorrect. 
Date wt'S 1/11/1919 es st rted p ege 13, l eft co lwm, . 
~· Should re ed , E!!-Sa..ton Bl eke St ->riee. 

Th e Coll SC t ors • r,no' B r/ho . 
~ - G. R • .Ma l ay's group should re ed 5( 0) (b) 
Prge 111. Ilobert Blyt he• s address sho ul d re vd 

46 Cvrl et oh Roed . 
~· The list of Smcton Bi,ek e Sto ries in Bey s • Friend 

Lib~ wee supplied b,- H.C.lf . Price, Mergete. 

Cha nges of .kddreae received t oo l eto for public ation: 
l'!Y50 111. E. V. Rughea, 38 Eoe t Front l<ofld , Peghrun Beec h, 

Boen,, r Rein e, Sussex. 
~- Rowland Sto r ey, c/o R. Jobling, 4 Byron s ·treet, 

Shie l d.f i e l d, Newcastle. 
p ege 121. :.. , /right Rhodes, R.Q .IntGlli gence Div. , ':iahn erh e , 

D.E ., B • .:..o.R. 19 . 
ppg e 116. J ohn Gunn, Gurm•a Guest F~~i~~tford Square, 



THE >JEii ~IBO WR<Jl'E FOil BOYS 

No. 4. - M!l:nall Scott 
By Berb~keni,i 

ilr.edy e &ood desl hl!a eppeerad in our p- eb<Jut 

Mexwell Scott .till remembered w1 th sttaotion b)' m.,_ 1'i th 
&reY in their heir. Et!rl7 on, Stenle)I' lApidment told us e 
10, ebout him, then ceme one of our bi& ••coop•' - the 
axtracte from tho eutbor'• dierio•1 letar BPrr,' Dowler gev 
e vivi.d description of hie holidey in th o vary bo.iea in 
1'hicb bis idol bed written hie •toriea. 

Nevertheless, this aeries would not be coq,lete wi thou 
him, so I will set down some c f av penoru1l rac oll cctiorui 
end vi.""8 . 

:t.ltlxwell Scott etorted hie long cer eer ee e writer~ 
boys' at o~e e in 11394. It wee e mod.eat b"lrinning for they 
were of ten or twelve page• in len&th in th e humble belf -
P"llllY !denel, tJn.ion Jeolt end Pluck. There wee e notable 
f ea ture, however, f or eev ~rsl o:t them concerned llelaon Laa, 
detective who wee destined t o become el.most ea femoua ea 
sexton Blake. Th e st ories must have oeught on, tor wbQll 
Peoraon•a et erted the Bi& Bud&ot in 1897 they illlmediatal;:r 
ane pped up Me%woll Scott. For them he croetod another 
detective, Ken.yon Ford, c cftrbon cop:, of Nelson Lea. • Here 
agein it wee complete st ories et first, :to llowed later b:, 
more ambitious eeriola. 

ilthough I hed recd somo of the complete stories in th 
pepera I have mentioned, snd eleo in tho leter dl')'e of tho 
-)ld Boy•' Friend, it wee oot until the Beys' Priehd beoemo 
e pann;y in June 1901 th et I begen t o sit up end notice 
ldllXWell Scott. For in thet memorf!ble No .1 of the penJQ' 
"Green 'Un" th ere aterted "Bi.DI• ot PNIJ"'. It was &1ven 
p r ide of place , the front page rl th P tbrllling picture b:, 
J.rtbur Clerko, who '1,'88 to be t1eeocietod with me,v ., Msxwell 
Scott llolaon Lee story in the tuturo. 

~/h~t e grand :,em thet wee l I recell it 1till, 50 
yeere on: th e detective et &ripe with one o r th oae crgeni11 
ti ons ct crime - The Order ot the liiDCi et i te heed '?he 
Chief, The Squire s nd Th e Doctor, not f orgetting tho long
akirted, .. aap-weieted, d~rk-heired fe.ielo contedor e to, 
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Yd.Y Ursul f'. Frum then on for '""tv' ;re ers stories by 
.tJi>XWell Scott followed each other in rapid euccession in th 
Hermsworth nnd PePraon pPpere, nl4 •lso Cass ell 's "Chwlm". 
,.u, is well known DOI' be -• , ctuAll;r Dr.John -: • St,,nifortb, 
with n preotice on " wild pert of th" Torl<ehir e coeet. How 
he IDE'naged t o look after hie prtienta CDd write the stori es 
be did ia e. !Q'Bte17. Mf';rbe in thOH dBye p eopl e did not 
f f'll ill eo oft E<n, or 11erhap11 acme mo;r sq th&7 did bl.it 
couldn't l'fford e doctor. 

J.D;fwo;r . with "Birds of Pre;r'11" °'noluding chepter onme 
n new s c-rirl, "The Silvor Dwarf". This had P plot which 
Jli>,nrell Scott used on sever,,l oocesions in lat ur stories -
p wronged or missing h"i.r with the proot11 hidden in some 
object which took hie deteot1v e11 in & chl'se to distent lends. 
In this stor;y the Silver Dw,ort rme r. UIE!ll s t ntu ott e end J 
before hi• quest wee over li'elsoo Lee bed trevell , ·d r1gbt 
round the world ~nd through e eeoond stor;r "The Mieeing He • 

Ell:sotl;r e ;rear s tter the etert of' the p onq Bo;ra • Priend, 
the Boye• Realm was born, In Us first Tolume "I>Peered j 
two Nelson Lee st ories , "1foleon Lee's Rivel" snd "The Hidd 
r1111" • These " leo .vere good J'!'rllll, bl.it thq were illua
treted b)" Fred Benn ott inetePd of Arthur Clerk e , which in 
opinion llll'de them npperr leH •ttreotive. C!'llle enother yeer 
end th e "Boys• Her•ld" - 1903. In No.2 st arted "llolson 
r.ee•s pupil". This des erves a pl ~ce in hist or;y for the 
pupil wH Nipp.,r, anoth er wronged heir who ,rhen things were 
righted after l'dvantures on land rnd seP, beceme Richl'rd 
He.mi.lton . Tes, in 1903, four ;re ers before the caning of 
Tom it.Ql'l'J' - A score for the Lee it es , methinks, h , re . It is 
rather si..rpriaiJ16 this et or;r hes not had more e ttention thPn 
it~•! howlfV~r, p Grhepe we cen devotee speoiel article to 
it SOl!l8tillle. 

The 111retory sol-red, lle lson tee edopted Nioper end aant 
him to St.Nini ene to k educeted, Seeing how much time he 
spent et St .Fr Allka leter, h e should htove \ een e wall reed 
7outht St ·ries eoncendng his Pdventuree e t this first 
school were "llipJ!er•s Schooldays" , (:Boye• Hereld" ), . I" 
"."rhe e eptain ~ st.Niniens (Bo;ra• Friend) encl "The Pi8hting 
Fifth" (Bo.rs• Reelm) i 

ks h appened when E S . Broolca took OTer Lea end Nipper I 
eere l a ter, some of N..,....ell Scott's ,,ere e mi:cture of 
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detectJ;n, .and school • toq. .An exampl e 11'88 ''DatectiY e ·· .- · : 
WB%deJ1 111>1- Lee" wbeNin the datecti'l'e .wait on the job 
indicated at a prison neer the achool. He ,rae after still 
another wronee<l heir who 1 t n• found -• ·11ctu4llT et the 
school under . 11DOther - · ·· One· 110re..,.. there elao, 
another Diclt, End e second nrd o! tbs beneyolent Belson L<u " 

IA th&Be storiN, end enother celled '"l'ha Black HDuae " 1 
Jlelanlll Scott, probeb.b' acti.Jlg under or4er11, atteq,ted to 
introduce e lot o! s~tiolt llmm>ur. ll!verieb],y · eeoh · 
1nste1Jlent bad an GOi\1.Jlg picture, end e t'wDv one-;. Wher, 
I.,.. concerned, at ~ta, the etor188 lost 80llie o! their 
appeal . 

· CluJ. te a DWllber o! oth er 78fll8 took Jrelaon tee into th e 
realms ot sport - both orioltet end football. In one "The 
pootll e ll DeteotiYe", he proTed t o be qui.te e -c1Nwer !oreerd 
Thie appe ared in the Boye' Hersld ." · In th ea e atcriee he 
introduoed t he actual Erlglieh Leagu e clubs with th e ctumgaa 
in the teble !requent],y diapl e;red. Ye t -.e had it on th e 
euttwrit;;r o! hie son that lfe:nell Scott neY&r 8811' a pro 
C8811i~I ,- ~ hie li~t · '?~ does not epp eer to haye 
hendlcajipe4 him in tbs sJ.i&bteat , tor hie "He:rcl Pressed" in 
th e " Big Bwl8et" ren for OYer 40 weelta. 

:P8'f0Ul"ite though he na of llllne , there .wee ao-thing 
about hie writings which alnya amuaed end rather pussled 
me. IA t elting hie detecti'l'ea roelldng b:r lllll4 em -eee -he 
wen t to t!IZt:f amount . of troub le t o g et hie timiJlga right. He 
IIIWlt e leaya have worked with e Brfld&hew end e Lloyds 
Shippi.Jlg Li st by his sid e. Des pit e thia h '! wee g•.111 t:r o! 
e number o! pet phra s es whic h be used t ime end t ime cge in 
in t he & BIile s to ry. A typi cal example wsa "Quiv ering 1'i th 
Exci ·t emen t •. It · we e nev er 01t1"911lbl1Jlg" or " shiv ering" but 
eve r "q uivering" . Others which I used t o l ove t o l oo k out 
f or were "Lik e en EllTOW from e bow'', "In l ess time then 1 t 
t ak es to tell" end "AB th e ret'der will r-b er". 

How<ner , h e W'1B e pflBt IIB&ter et pee~ a su ccession 
of genuin d t hrills in to an inst alme nt without t elling b e ck 
on the ! enteatic, so we co uld forgiv e him s.loh l ops e e. 

It woald be . impossibl e to name ell ~e seri cls . in the 
apace et oV' dispoael . · Here are · e tew that c.- to ril1nd a t 
ttndo:n. "The Gr e et Unlalown" , "A Son of the See•, "Th e Gold ~ 
Quest", Britain .lloroe• the Sees" (ell in the Bqra ' J'riend), 
"'?he Iron !IP.nd" end "Th e "liJlged Terror" (Bo:r•' Herald), 
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"The Iron Skull" end "The Red BAD4" (:Bo:r• • Loeder)I 
"The Seven St f'r&" • "Hi dden Cold ""nd "torrimer', !Alpei," 
( Big Budget. ) 

</han ,writing t or the "Jlo;ra' Lead~ h1a detectin we, 
V&rnon .Resd1 tor "Cmma" ·Hertin .l)ale, end, e.a .1 hl'VG 
Pl re ady stated, Jr1,r1,1on Ford fo r the Big Budget. 

Id ol es he was of mino in rq bo7hood, there 111 one 
circumstance ebout hia st ories which alw,,ys m£ltes me foal 
hot und er the co ll or liben I think ebout it. Long e:rter 
his de oth (et Hinderwell , J a m1ary _3, 1927) so me of his 
111flrli ..:st st ori es ,"Thc Silv er Dlvarf" was one, w..:re revublieh ed 
cot under his nl'.n e, but tlwt or ,. 1%\YSterious J ohn .'..ndrews. 
There lllBY bee re ason, but the life or me I cs n •t thinlc whtlt 
it would • e . To me it was PB much s " criloge Pa if "David 
Copperfield" ""s credited in a new edition t o some Tom JlodclJt • 

The vv erPge pr esent dey schoolboy , :L-.mnreed in .'ll!leric et 
"comics " with their Bl'diem end strip te t>ee girls, •ould 
probebly scoff Pt r st ory. ;;, /dllJCWe ll Scot t. !ill ""11 , meyb, , 
but in th e deys when that gsnit> l Yorl<shire do ot oi:•q pen wss 
so bus;r "l'iting for boys, the •orda juvenil e dalinqueno;r 
were seld om hea rd in th e l and. 

FOR s.u.E: 1,0 Nelson · tees 1921-1923. 6 boun,f vo l s .¥-egnet 
1934 (in bl u e cl oth); 25 cop i es Boys T{,;eJ.:n 1904 , · 7 bound 
vol s . B.O.P • . 1877-1691-19 00 ; 27 "1iza rde 1930, 50 •;1,gprds 
1937-61 46 r1iz.,rde 1937; 12 :iiz llrde 1929 1 72 Sld.pp ore 
1931; 34 Sld.pp ere 1936; 15 Sld.pp er s 1930 ; s everal Bunter 
'end Tom Merry books; 24 l oose " Boye• own PPp <,r" 1!190-1697 • 
.'..leo Bessi e Bunter of Cliff House end J e ck of '..11 Trades . 
Offers t o E . Berv oy, Ring 0 ' Bells . Ch·irch Str ee t, St oke-on
Tre nt , Stef'f's . 

~:.NTED, Blu e-cov ered Gema contPining T~l bot st ories. 
Price t o Rob"rt FPrieh, 24 Englis h Street, Longtown, 
Cumb.,rla nd . 

~ , In good condition . "Union J <'cks" 696190619 10t-
969;10}01l0321l04 0;10511l0521l053 ;l ll 5;1454 , Good price 
p nid fo r Pey of these numbers. L.l'B,ckraen, 27 .:..rchdel e Ro•d , 
East Dulwi ch, London , S . E.22. 
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Th" re wea e lerge en.tr,- for the F ourth l"lld Fin fll !Iet't 

1n this Cont&at. The fol).""1ntr ia the order 1n which the 
veriow, aeriea ware plececrl,f" ·the genert" l -ro"te. 

lat. c. The Lcnceater ser1 .... 
2nd. F. The Popper Idand Seriea. ,rd. D. 'l'he Holidey .Amlul'l Series. 
4th. B. 'l'he Ricbl>rd Stoele Seriea. 
5th. A. The Rovenapur Grange Series. 
6th. H. The Crocker Series. 
7th. G. Th e M11ccollni Circua Seriea. 
8th. E. '!'be ..ilonzo, the Gr<o"t, Seriea. 

The. L!<ncrate r Series ,re s ..n efl117 firet, teld.ng the leed r16h 
from the atert Elnd keeping it throu8'>out the c,ontest. It 
undoubtedl,y deaari'ee its pl ece. 

The Popper Isl v.nd Seriea, in aecuring e acond plsoe, 
sh ows the undoubted p opuleri t;r of th<> barring-out theme. 
Both the ebOTe ae ri es p eu into ·the Fin el, whioh is no" to 
b e fcUc,ilt . 

It will qi, n ot .ed thet the Ro,renepur ·Grange aeries -• 
pleoed 5th, e feirl,T low pl.Bc1ng for P fin e thriller aeries. 
This series WBB adnw! Bunter , which sugg ests th rt reed c,re 
lik e their Bunter. · 

The surprise of the vote is the ·r,.ot that the .r.J.onso 
Sbriee cPme l ost. It i s th e first tim e thllt one of the 
e flrller serie s baa been pl eced so l ow. It f1lDY •ell be thflt 
.l.lonz o is not o wry popul er cb or octGr, or it could e lao b e 
thl't the more fenteetic type of at ory does not hoTe such 
generol flppar.l. 

Two ,rotors oeme ,rery cloao tog .. ther in th e r eeul ts, end 
f!Wt'rds will be made es foll.- 1-
J. poe tel order fo r 15/- hfla been aent to 

Stroley Impson, "St,.nfield", JerniJlep,im Rd.,Nr.lf orwioh • 
.:.. poc t el order fur 5/- he a b&en e~t to 

Georgo -Y. FUller, 10 Court Pl r,oe, Brighton. 

The Editor thenlte rePdere for their ken eupport, whJ.ch 
luie .,, ,de ·thdee conteate such e greet eucceee. IKF.f turn t o 
the ~ J'DL:.L, sGond in .yaar ...ote, end h<,pt. to gi,re t.bi.e 
int er &ating oompetition r. bumpGr fiDiab. 



OU> BOYS' BOOK CLUB 

London SecUon 

ChriatmDe Meeting et Cher;y PlPce, December 16th. 

The climn: of the FeetiTBl of Britain 7eer rs ;r,-;;;erde 
the Brotherho od of the Hspp7 Houra wee r eech&d lit the 
excellent Y uletido DWetu,g of Bob ':lhi ter• a "Cherr:r . Pboe". 
;. grtind ett end ance, !'dch included thr ee of oar Brighton 
friend•, Robb)' , Bill J erdi.n e and Herold BuehbT, enj07ed n 
vary memoreble end f ustiv e time. Chairmen Len Qpened the 
proceedings in hi.a beat st7le nnd . efter the ususl formalities 
geve e vecy good . ec oount of hie Tiai t end lectur o t o " 
loccl 7outh club, the subject obvious t o ell, viz. the old 
well l oved boolal of our 7outh. Len also et atdd t ha t his 
Woll filled scrtip-books ere e,mi i Pble to all members. The 
new offic iel st ationery of tho club ~e shewn and approved . 
The illuminllted eddreaa f or present ntion WBS well in hl'lld, 
t ruinlre t o the camdttea of three t hr t were el ect ed lest 
month. A discussion on Pn idee th r t wee bro ught up p 

coupl e of 7e ere ego, to wit, e club badg e on " design bT 
Bob !lhiter. It w..a Pgreed tMt th e othar cl iff>s b e a sked 
ea t o t he ir opihione PB the more b edgea r equired the cheap er 
the c oat. 

The .:.UStrvlien O.B.B.C. first nawe l ett er was then 
circul ~ted round. I.ft er s ome moi:e offic i P l bus inesa, the 
festive aide of t he meetu,g w,,s th en th oroughly enjey ed. 
I aet the b ell rolling withe pPper on th e f amous Yul etid e 
Sexton Bhke t1uthor Gwyn !:vc:ns. This wee well received 
and in the eight question qu:u on th<> subject J osi e Pnckm,,n 
und Charlie Wrig ht de edhi,eted for the first plac e , ,md Jim 
Ptrrvtt w..e e good third. The Ii8tits ·were thon put out 
ffl!d Bob rlJli ter gave e reedu,g b7 ·c andleligh t of e chepter 
from the "Uegnet", "The 'J rai 1;h · of .Reynhem Ceetle" which 
introduced the Chriatai8a Ghost. Thi• wee well received, 
end then Bob Bl7tbe conducted t ,zo of hi s origine l Quiz 
conteete. .Ground th e wells were placed "Nelaon Lees ·• end 
"lfegne ta" blindfolded. ea it wore . !llambera b ed to guess 
whet the ti tlea were in one of them end in th o other whet 
w•e th e mei.n eher,,cter on .the cOTI1r, The former -dePlt 
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with the Chr1stm ea numbers end ~lao .Berring-out adventures. 
Th e r esult of this one was • tripl e dead-h eEt es Len PeokmE>n 
Bob ~1hiter end Cliff Wellis tied f or the first pl Eoe. The 
second quis ..,, .. won by Cliff 1:iellia, Len Packmen was second 
end Ron Crollie ,.,. .. third . Locke was the key word f or 
the Eli.millstor qui• .· end Len was first, -Bob B:cythe second 
end lion D""oon third. I.a a result of the con teata OIU' 
wortey ohainl8n keeps his place es quis chempion for the 
yeer 1951. Chereoter studies wer,, indulged in nnd ceuaed 
1119?1T e leugb. Two rounde of e quiz sew ""ZIT intelli8ent 
questions esk ed end this 11ll8 gr ea tly en.joyed. The spreed 
""e very ~ &nd e ae aon&ble end reflects credit to the 
ledies 1lbo worked with e will. Gr eetings ell around the 
W8lle fran "1 1 th e vorioua cherechrs homoa end ebodea 
m d the -.OX of bonbolla with the f evouri ta scrap book 
drMringa ofSexton Blak e , Gussy, Rio Kid, Hsndf orth .. ta. 
were gr"etly admired, and .,hen ccme tho bell for cell-ov er 
~.nd l oc king up, ell left with the be ppi est o£ memories. 

Annuel Gen&rel Meeting et 12, l;s bbl:.rnbem Plac e , 
Gr eenwich, S .E. 10, on J en u.aey 20th. 

Copi es of "Billy Bunter Butts In" , e very fine stor,y, 
bev o been doap etc!",ed t o all who ordered them, but if ,my-one 
bes been forgotten, kindly notify me. 

UllCIB B:El!Jl.!4IN. 

Olll BOYS' BOOK CLUB 
{North ern Sect io n) 

Chr1etme s Pa rty, Decembor 22nd, 1951, 
The lon;. ewe:l;ted ev ent wee h eld et 2}9 !l1de Pork Road, 

et erting et 4 p.m. The postponement from the originPl dP 
the 8th, pr bv .. nted e =ber from being pres ent, neverthel 
18 "'"re there . They included Tom end Mrs . Hopperton 
from Scert>orough, Mrs . Leekenby (York) ~nd Brien HonEi\Ysett 
( St • .:.nnee-on-Se CJ. Unf ortun ,,tely, greatly t o our dis -
eppointment, con timled illnoee prevented the presence of 
our cheirmBn , Reg !Iuds on . Ttwt 1ms the on e abt>dow over 
, very succeee!ul end hnppy evening. 

The t ables were l aden with g ood fere reminiscent of 
pre-w er deys. Mrs. G«r ~ld ~lieon end !Ilise Ven> Coe tea 
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er c to be he ert i}J' congr etuleted t or ,. "ro1 ght good do" . 

-;,11 s hculd hllve been in e b ed way w1 thc ut the ledi e•. 
The tebles ch ored ew,v, l)bOt O,,'Tt!phs ware t,.ken • Then 

lire • .:.111aon•s husb "nd, G=ld , he of th e ! J rtil e br ain, 
oeme int o th e picture w1 th e prosreme .vhicb kept thinge 
going merri}J' until ne er }J' 10 p.m. First e Twenty Quostione 

seeeion, w1 th Brees e Bentley, Tom Hooperton , Hor ace Twinhem 

•nd 111YS11lt c ompriB1118 the t e•m, end Gettld llB Question 
,!ea ter. Un-(11lbert U,,rdiJl8 like he never l os t hie geniol 
Slllil e or bis temper, despit e the tec t t ha t tho t eem sc ored 

e18h t out of tan . 
Foll owed .,..ibo Killed Goe l ing?", P s hort pl ey « h1cb 

cllused =ch , musement end hlld • surprise finish . 
Then o ~me " :. Count ry i!orn1"8 Rembl e" e sh ort st ory 

w1 th twenty a l enkll which th e company bad t o fill wit h Mmes 

of Greytriers chrrrct era . '7rinkl ed brows he re wbilet 

Ger r ld smiled. 
Ev . ryon e then set tled bPck whilst "Bre ez e" rerd en 

axtrect from 11n old time Gem Christ mas nwnber, e Dickene - Uke 

description of e rePl old-t eshioned Christmes spent et 

l!Uckl eb eX"Z7 Heeth . 
Th er e wer e othe r enjoyebl e it ell18 on th e orosrPqn e , but 

I lllll8tn • t ove r-run m:, space. 
y es ind eed, th e ]'r rty s eemed P l one til'l e c oming , but 

it 17" & the v ordict of r ll it wpa w , 11 worth writiJ18 fo r . 
Next moeti"8 Se turdey , J enUEry 12 th, 1952 . 

ll . L,,C;:_.;"lly. 
North ern Se ction Co~ sp onden t. 

OW BOYS' BOOK cum - lld.dl 11nd Section 

Report of V.eeting e t t he Townsend Club, 
Birmingbem, on Novembar 25th . 

Pr esen t \'l<tr G Choirmon, Se er et ery, TrGPsurer . 11nd 

thirt ee n oth er members. Ch~irmen J r ck Corbett ennounced 

t ha t rtr . C II. Chepmen hod expressed gr er t pl ee sure when he 

wrote r,,g erding hie recent visit t o Birmill8 hmn. Furthermo 

Mr, Ch~pmrn is deli ghted t o booome Hon= ry President ot 
our Clu b. This is indeed r proud moment f or us. Hl'r k t 
did I h or r c voi ce from London spy "o ne proud moment of 
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llllley so prowl"? 'Jell, t o ell who pe:rua e this report I eq ' 
0":,e sskad Mr. Chepmen to be OIIR Preeidsnt bbceuae only the 

b eat is eui table for the ba.t, and be certainly ia ono of the 

beet. 1'te had ,mother nice little write-up in the BindJlghea 

.11811 together with " picture of cur ne,r preeident "doing hia 

stuff" and prints cf the photograph will soon be eveila ble 

to r ll who nnt th•, price apprarlaately }/- web. Prenlt 

'l"lillison gave en intereating talk on the Old Papers, and he 
Cbrt8inly csn put it aaroa• . Some of hie points were 

(i) The St.Jim's atoriea were better tboin Greyfriara up to 

about 1926, th«n the Jilegnet u,prond conaid ereb)J'. (ii) The 

early companion paper t o th e Gem Wf'S Pluck. (ill) Be •eid 

th a t F.R. tol d him in e letter tbet when be dOll8 the msntle 

of lolertin Clifford be finds Bunter mcrelyen f'lao-ren ea 

compared with Tc,;m 1Jarr7 & Co. (iv) J'rsnk , iilliaon bolde 

tg ;, ;rarna bT Cecil BB:,ter in verr high e11toe111, end if you 

wPnt e good ineigbt of the old pepere, get hold of S<lrlon 

Blokes, Populera, end Boys ' Friond Libraries of pre-1920 i aeuo. 

J.fter Fr onk' s t elk wa bed a quia end the three Dsveya romped! 

home esq nnru,re, and rec ei ved e liegne t each. t( e !DP.de 

onother new member and I em sure tb11t Betty Jeclmon thorougb.

ly enjayad herself on her first ni6ht . The Club ststion "j 

b ,;ering details of office rs of the Club ia f or ael e to 

individuale1 e:b: sh ee ts end au envelop es 1/6 plus p o•t"8 e 

The December gath ering will b e u BUIITEil BWO nL.S PlR!'r 

on D&cWJbar 15th seme place. 
Che eri o :.11, 

PEl'ER l.!ELLOR, SacretBX')". 

(Beware, P&tert I fMcy I con h ~or London ce lling "Hit ,mo 

ws a it who f cund :t!r . ChPpmen ?" - Bd , ) 

Can eeyone p lease help with the following l!egnete: 881, 882, 

925, 795, 797, 798, 799, 779, 906, 907, 940. I PlB O need 
IDB?lJ' oth er numbers betw een no and 960. Cost of .:..il'IIIElil 

on lists f <>rwsrded gladly r of'unded . ~/ill "?BY 7our price . 

I heve 1,bo u t 50 J',l.egnete end Gems 1919 onwards •nd hundreds 
of Lues , !.k>dern Boys, Scouts, etc. ! or exohange . ..., 

Cl!srlea -san llenen, Box 50, Uitenhege, South Africa. 

Boys• Uagt>zinee , No.332 omrerde. Pleese stete 

11. Derwin, 76 \i eatern Roed, Eeat Dene, Rotherhalll. 
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R.!d! ILTONI .l. 

Ccnducted bz Herbert Leckenbz 

li,' w,:,:rd l :,bat " •pned naerl7 ell the nationel morning 
pepere, end lll8J1T ot th e pr<>Ti.nciel morning f'nd evoninge pTe 
the Bunter t elevis ion eudi tion held on Dec ember }rd. The 
"Deily Mirror" geve it the front pvgu . Ien }!eckey devoted 
hie ddi8httul diary t o it, and the dignified "Dail7 Tel.._ 
graph~ ell ottad belt e column, end R9J11olde N~""' the tol.loir
ing Sundq "n emw1ing ca rt oon. It wee apparent that ell 
the nee hmrks lu>d known their Gr.zyt'ri ere even t hough Ion 
Meclal7 INl'prieingl,y msde Bunter •pe ek through the mouth of 
Inq. They ,-11 wrote light-h e,. rte dly, l oold.ng upon the 
comillg of Bunt er t o th a television sorden es e goo d lark. 

But~ p ost-beg showa that there's e sh ek1~ ot he eds 
emong the t aithtul. So ft,r I have no t rec ei v ed ~ single 
l etter from e Greyfrisre memb er ot our circle who is · l oo 
t orwPrd optimie'tic ell.7 to February. ..ll sey in ettect, 
"None of the subetitute writers, even th e exp erie nced ones, 
s,icc eeded in denning the mentle at Cherl ee HP,Dilton. Not 
one !!"'"' ua the retil Bunter. Hoir on eerth th en cc n " sc hoo l 
bQJ' who hed nner ree d e Mtlgnet, l'nd who '7M e b ab e in erms 
e t the time it di ed, p ortr ey hiJD convincing ly on the screen? 
They edd , "Th ere's ! er mor e t o it then " ID!>tter ot girth, 
eat ing j em terts end &Pying, •I 8f'Y y ou f ellows• in e 
squa eky voic e ." 

Yee ind ee d, i t's on e pn r with expe cting e pl ay er of 
Blllell p erts in e third-n,t e t heAtric r l compney t o t ek e on 
H,:mlet in th e "/est End • 

.",nd it !l!Wlt be remembered t ha t el though Bunter wee P 

gre e t part of Greyfriere , he nsn• t the whol e of it, end t1'ey' 11 
hev e t o be very onrat'u.l in ch oosing th e other cherA ct ers. 
:.re the,- gdlljs t o lllDke Bob Cherry distinct fr om Frank Nugent 
eey? There will be troubl e if th .,,- don't. I kno,r ~ chrp 
down "food Gr .;en wrrr incident e ll7 who c ould pley Bob Che rry 
t -, th e lif e · if th ey c JUJ.d · only men,,;,e t o r educe his incll.ee. 

Look~ het hPppened t o I an Veckey1 ett er tbet Bunt er 'err-, 
of hie h.: c eme t1l oog with ov er e c olumn dressed in se okcl oth 
!:'nd eshea, under the h;,eding, "ll;y epnlogiee t o Grcyt riere 
O.B•e . In thrt w!u.misic P.1 wey of his he doscribed how m 
""" lll?lChe ot l ethre hr d t ~ll «n on lhluv eri e Stre ot. 
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SE'id he , "Thia is the Fa t Qwl of Fl ee t Str ~e t, aqu ee li1lj 

for mercy. I Pm groY &lling in th e dust and th e ebj&etirlty' 
of '111/T cr""l~ulneH is terrU'io." 
tuld this: 

"To judge b7 the st orm this hlla ttiaed I llight heTe aei< 
th,,t "Dea KDpit el" wea written b7 r ,eldron Smithers or 
"l>!rcbcth" b7 Noe l COWt'rd. ~/hen I ettribllted P r em,,rlt of 
Senec e I e t o Bl eiae Peecel e tw weeks fieo, not e pen -• 
rdsed t ~ brain me. But this bit about Bilq Bunter bits 
opened th e gotea of Achoron llDd ell hell is loose upon me.' 

Thero wr,s l ots more of it with quotes f:rem l ett ers h e 
bed r eceiv ad. Then , I'll be blessed if he didn't 111t,ke E'JlOth<lr 
bl oomGr b7 ce lling la . Que lch h6"dmeater of Greyfi'ian. Thllt 
br<:,u.;ht hill> more trcuble. 

'.i&ll, it's t o be hc ped Jcy !TB;rington h f'a noted whet 
1 heppened t o !Pn ?a!l'clcl\T, or there f11P7 b e e danger of hir 
chriati Pn ncme b eing verr inE'ppropriete round Pbc,ut n ext 
Fe bruc;ey. 

How eb out s oliciting the aarvicaa of s ome cf our ll18111b&r1 
es e,r:pert advisers? · 

Some of our younger r&f'dera mBY nev er heve he" rd of 
"Scb <,0l end Sport", .th at pluclQ", or f oolh e:rd7 ( wbichevar we:, 
y ou look et it) venture cf }a ye" re ego. :.si it ,...a st e rted 
os e rival of the Gem end Megnat it mey b e t boueht it herdq 
c omas under th e he pding of Hamil t oni e , but it does, tis y ou 
will see whaA you re ed Tom Sopp ert on •e graphic description 
~.f e tragic eto;ey. 

"SCHOOL .:JlD SPORT" 
~ Tom Hoppcrt on 

.:.mono th u ah o~l o boys• pepere stEJrted in the y em 
after the 1914-18 · ;:,z, ther e i s on e which hold.a e peculier 
f eac ineti on f or me, not s o much f or whe t it ,..,a, but _ because 
of whet it might hove been . "The Gem" os swn<,d its fiiwl 
f v1'!11 olmost b)' acc i dent, ea Tom,L!erry h Pd t o expel his c o
ten ents enc: St.Jim's only supplanted Claverl"o P S en efter
th ousht, whil e "The w, gnet", which h f'd e l!inervt>-like birth, 
w" s lsunched on th e strength of less then twel :ve months• 
p, pul Frity' of its friendly rival. mien "Soh ool l'nd Spo rt" 
a, ,w th b light on 17th Dec , mber, 1921, however, its ne,r soh oo 
of St.irit'a wea beillg dev e lope ~ fr<..m the ripened exp ~rience 
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cf fourteen y ePrs cf St.Jim's, thirt een of Greyfri ars, end 
six of Ru0k:wuod, Given o f air fi c,ld, it sh culd h!IVe been 
th e king of them ell • 

..n Pdded epic& wes giv<m, too, bec""8o of m:, ide o thAt 
the p aper, r ~sulting from differences in Fl ee twey House, ..,,a 
a "brepk,>wry'' by Chsr l ca Rllmilton and H.~.Hinton , delib erate 
ly designed t o mee t end b eAt their 4 .P . successes . -T""1llcs t1 
the kindness of i!r. Hamilton, who hFs unrev elled f or me some 
of the r zmsrlalbly trngled skein of the short -liv ed waekly, I 
now Jeno~ th at this WES not quite correct, !..l t hough nnmiM ll 
ly c""'ed by PopulPr Public~tions Ltd ., it WPS Uintc,n • s child, 
ru1d Mr. Hamilt on , whil a yielding t o perBW'si on t o writ e for I 
it, discl aims ecy intention c,f entering into co111pet1tion with 
hie own p cpers, which l oy alty to his publish er s would have 
precluded. He th ought , end still thinks, th s t in th ose so 
diff er.,,nt deys there "e s room for eve ry one Pnd thet "School 
end Sport " c c uld h rve lived heppily by the sid e of the : •• r. 
public llt iona. Not unnetur e.lly, he f ,,und th at not everyone 
ah i.,red thr ,t viewt He inclin es, t oo , t o the b elief t hr t 
Hint on thought I'S he did, but, whil e I diverge from his 
opini on with th e utmost diffidence, it is dif ficult t o con
ceive th at the edito r wes thinking of anything but direct 
competi ti on with "The GE1111" ond "The !Jsgnot". He copi es thair 
uniqua msl<a--up of e 30,000 word sch ool yArn feAturing the same 
cPs t continuously - even drllWina in th o some eutkr - llnd the 
msttar is surely clinched by the prior publicity which in-

l
cluded circulrrising r ellders of th e other w3ekl i os , whose 
n.emes and rddresses cvuld only hnve bse n obt ain ed t hrough 
Hint on 's of fLciPl cormcotion with the ~. r . 

s rn timent Pl r e• s ons pr ell'unebly kept "The Boys' Friend" 
r·nd"'l:he Boys• R<,elm" t o th eir t r Pd!.tkn"1 - c.nd PWkwerd end 
outmoded - f vr= t. ~ihy rn ed itor • s 9%perienc J d as ~Ir.Hint on 
chose t o duplic • t e it in 1921, Pnd why ha wes cont ent with the 
l ess then mediocre dr ewings of R.H.Ev ans • rs lik el y; to remetn 
unso lv ed lal"Steries. Ho WPS better serv od with the serial. 
"The Cr.rise of the 'Tar tRr'" w2s ebove r ePson~bl e rapr oPch, 
probrbly bec~us e "J ohn ·.lint erton", th e r.;puted euth or, had 
• 11 th e ee i.,., rks of being Duncrn · St orm. 

The plry•s ~he tr..irig, th ough , end it is on the moin 
stories by "Clifford Clive" th ot our interest cent r es. The 
09ening seri es, putting it in b ald outline, dea ls v;ith Herry 
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11rmel eee, , boy of Wllalown par en t E1ge , go ing t o St .Ki t's Sch ool 
on P ec ho lerehip , be ing befriended by c dec"!J tiv e ly languid 
ariet ocret nemed .:.l.8ornon ~ubrey St. Lege r whom ha r e scniee f 
dro 11'Iling, dis c'W'ering thPt his teth er is Col onel Love ll, St. 
Lege r's uncl e , ond br ee ld..rll; dc,wn t he lsrg e l;r snobbish opp osi 
t io n to him in the sch ool until h e becomes Ccpt • in of th e 
Fvurth . Th,, r e i s nothing p arti culerly originPl in this typ 
~f pl o t, whic h wee used in "Boy e of Eng l end" wry bPck 1n 1 87 , 
whi l & i n 1915-16 Fr ank Richerd s h ad sent Fr enk Cwrt enP;r t o 
Highc liff e und er s cmewhet simil cr circumst an ces in th e Boy e ' 
Fri end Libre:cy. I rm not or.e of t ;,ose imposs ibliste wh o 
lllem,;nd br l'nd -new pl ot s in ev o:cy is su e of • boys' " " ekly: th 
poin t i s , why ~ p ort i cul e r typ e of pl ot, whi ch ·i s r dluit
t ed ly dr Ametic but - despit e the s mooth l'n d c onvin c ing • 
nsrr r,ti on - cont e ins more inh er ent improbab iliti es thPn mos t, 

~a c.~o~n~t~in~u-"-ed~~>---~ 

THB PIC:< OF THE SI;RI:;s. No. 12 
Th o F~nt Psti c Se r ie s 

Cher l ee Hsmil ton h es th e hrp py knP c k of m,,king th e im-
1 pos sibl e s o6m pr ob abl e , ond t ho f Ante s tic f e irly lik e ly. Bu 
· r e r e ly di <l he lead us int o th e r ee lms of the f • r-f c,tch ad, e 

I ev "n wh en h;, di d th e r ee der di d no t hAVe t h e f eeling th flt th 
ev "nts c f whi ch he ha d bee n r ording just " ould not hav e h flp-

1 pen ed. In t h£ f ,mte stic c l ees, one would pro b Elbly pl ace th 
; .:.I.ONZO Tl![; Gllli!.T Ser ie s ( 5 s t ori ;,e , 1933) , whon :.io nz o Tod d 
·, be came p osse s sc,d 01' the s tr ength 01' • gi f'Xlt . I t wee f rnt 1lst1 r , 

but it woe gre nd r eed i ng. Ther ~ wos s vme ski l ful ch er ecter 
. pein ting, too , «hen :.lonz o , usu r.lly so moek find mil d, bt:cFllll6 fl 

I 
smug rnd dumine eri ng ref orme r unde r t hG i nf lu enc~ of his un 
rc cust omed power. In this cl ess t vo , woul d f e ll the BUNTER,Tj 
Bi l lio na ir e Seri e s (7 st ori es , 1934). Int er est ing end r ee d-

I 

eble,lik ~ e ll Fr r nk Ric h~rds( wor k this aeri es , where Bunt er 
beco~es p os s ess ed of eno rmous weel th, d id no t r aech th e hei ght s 
of th e Alo nz o s eri e s, chi ef ly i acM1Se Bunt er b ec eme a 11 ttl e I 
t ed i ous with hie f l' tuity . In t he Gem; on a coul d pr ob Pily place 

· t he t ol es of Glyn's vPri ous inv ~nti ons 1n th 3 1'sn t e stic c l r sal 
but t he;y wer e grl' nd fun e ll th e Bl'llle. r /h o cE'n ..var f org e t t he 
Lin e /Nlchin ~ , or t h~ eut omstic lk>wl er , t hough th ese in v~ ntions 
·;,e r e pro ba bly n ot 1'l' r-f e tche d e t e ll ? But with G:cyn•s lif e -like 
modol of Gus s;r, which dec eiv ed t he msst .. re, l{,10r t in Cliff ord I 
r oth er ov er-st epp ed t h e limits of r ee s on? .'..nd why s houldn't ho ? 

Tt u of ttr . P.,•milt on•s fin est "f r nt estic" st ori es s hould 
n ot b e pl ace d l' t all in the " Pi ck of th e Seri es" fo r they wer 

1 
t i. l as speci a lly writt en f or t ha Holidey !,nnu Pl. .~ de I ightf'ul 
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f r nt •s y of St.Jim ' s, in which Glyn inv ent ed e tim s-a limilll't or, 
Mid • fin e Gttnd Guignol Bltetch of Greyfri ers in which , one,I 
Pe rkins on sold his s oul t o th e devi l in order t o bec ome e 
gr -,t>1 f ootba ll er . Bot h st ori es turn ed out t o bo dref'!IIS , t 
th a finish, th o onl y time th s t th e meestro used this artifi ce 
in his 11rb1J>g. Pe rh aps they would hav e been out of pl ace in 
th " G""' or ""'6ne t. They were j u s t whet th o doctor or<lered 
in the Holid'1y Annual. 

THE N"'.,.JSON LEE COLUMN 
!.J.l c ommunice tio:na t o Robert B}J'th e, 
46 Cerl eto n Rd., Holl 0Wf7, London , N.7 . 

!Joubtlese, '!Wn;y of y ou sisw ,m it em in th e s ports n c,,rs 
abo ut ,. month ago , conc ~rning A brilli•nt n ev, i dsr. in f oo t
ll•ll , ·,,h.,n 'lo lves in t he sec ond helf of th ei r gome w1 th 
Clll'rlion tumed out warring brf8bt y ell ow lumi nous shirts • 

.:.rsen t>l t c,o, pl ece d c strip of wood coet ed wi th lumin o 
p Fint t o sh ow t he positi on of th e g oPlmouth. : bright i dee , 
y ou t hc.,ugh t • But I wonder how mt>n;y of you r amemb ter ed th r.t 
E .S. Br ooks wrot11 e st ->ry using th es e ' n"" i de es• in 19}0? 
1. ~ . Sec ond New S"ries No .4 2, ' Hrndy's Firew crk Firsco •. nJ 
Hiding m:, heed in sh emo , I must confess th s t I didn 't, but 
it ~Fs n•t l ong bef or e it wes point ed out t o me by Cyril Be 
of Hudd erefi s l d , rn d sine s then oth ere have writt en. 

I
. Some tim e r.go , in one of th e .'..nnu..ls, epp eo red en Prti o 

entitl ed "Tvpf:celity wee th e Keynote" . Hew tru e th at i s whe 
11pplied t o our Futh ort In t he cPse I hsve mantioned t>bov e i 
w..s mor e t hr.n top i cf'l - it wee pr ophutict Br ooks ·.ms beth. 
On the t opicrl sid e c fer, s eri es come r ee1 ily t o mind. -/he 
th e grePt Scout Jembor oe wee being b Gl d Pt 1.rr o. PFr k in 
Birkenh oPd in 1925 we bed th e St .Frenks Scv1.1ta Seri es. ( I t 
W1'8 one of th es e st ori es "The Li ght hous e Scouts" which merke 
r:q in tr cd uction t o th e Nals on Lee rnd ev entuel}J' t o c~ll ec t
ing old Boys • Books. Stttnge how s ,nr·ll thi ngs r lte r one 's 
wbol a cut le ok on lif e . Hrd I not b een in t er est ed in Sc out
ing I sh ouldn • t h..v a b o1JGl>t the t Nelson Lee. rfo l!e l s c.n Lee 
no cvlh ,c,ting, no C .D., n o cl ub And no n~>w circl e of f riends 
Thor e •s e more l t o Pll th Pt if on ly I could think of itt) 

Durin,i the greE t flood s in EPst Angli ~ rnd el se where in 
1927 b e gav e us "Tho Flood et St .Dr Pnk:s" series . On the 
occAs:1.on of th e Test clrt ch between Eni;l end. rnd .'.us tttli e in 
1921 "'nd PgPin in 1926, he gave us two exce ll en t cri ck eting 

ems . Som. mey b~ ~f the opi nio n th•t t ho fi r s t of th ese, 
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d.eeling with Jerry Dodds rrriTal end ho,r he came t o pl'lf f'or 
..'..ustrelie in th6 Test Metch, s little t oo f'er-f ~tched. Per
heps it is - t o adults. But I f'e el thet Brooks wee prov:ing 
himself to be no mean adept et child {particule rl,y bo7) 
psychology. 1.t e tim e. when the '11:lggeet cricketing tt81lt f' o:r 
yeers is taking plPce, whet heeltb,y-<llinded boy do ~en •t like 
t o picture himself' pleying in these greet ""'tchae? llroolal 
knew th11t, s o he geve them J erry Dodd end made him do what 
most ltoys dr el'lllt of doing themselves. Ernest LMrrcnoe ...,s 
anoth er case in point. :. boy iieeting pr ofeesione l box ers et 
thdr own gr me? Fant astic! :r.ley'be. But n ot t o the boy who 
re Pd the st ori es. To th e reeder h e wee Lmrrence oe he wt>e 
Jerry Dodd. -

He>wev or, I' m developing en Prgument I hlldn't met'nt -to 
start, but th er e's enough mat erial th ~re f or a full length 
article • .MDybe I'll do it some d97! 

To resume. c1h"11 the , ;emblay El'.hibit i on wss on we hFd 
·~1embling et ... ,embley''. 1.nd what about th e f amous diseppeer
"nc e of Col.F awce tt in the ..ipszonien jungle in 1920. That 
pr .vided us with one of Brook's best known s eries. St. Fr ank 
in the hmez~n, El Dored u end. th u ,,hi te Gicnts. 

Brooks could even mak e srchee o1",;y an int eresting sub
j ect (e subject hardly ca lcul ated t o make the PVerege school
ltoy delirious with joy at the ,rospect of reeding ebout it) 
but f o ll o·,,ing the une arthi"8 of e consid ereltle find of Romen 
relics, he gave us the"St .Fr anks Fr esh 1.i" Fi<nds" r story o f 
life vn e ferm with th e discovery of a Homen t omb es added 
int erest . Truly, whetever els e mia ht be said eg PinBt him, 
no-on e cFn d~ny that he wee topic al. 

How eb out hie "prophetic"side? Jleny of th e meo.hin"e 
and other gedg ets h e employed heve rec ei~ed nothing but 
scornf'ul l t>nghe and ~ressions such i,s "ridiculoue1" frQm 
cert a in coll ect ors. But let us s ee 'l!'he•her ibey •el'I' so. riQii.o :U
l ous <'ft er <'11. In Brcok•e very first et ory in the N.L. he 
br ought in " midget submarine. Thie wee in 1915. Th"Y 
wer en't funey in 19451 

In th e 20• s when aircr,,ft wi,e lteginni.ni, t o dev elop to th 
stE1ge we knew bef ore the w.,r , Nld b_ef ore the big pPaeenger
cerryi.ng pl cnaa were in us e , Br uoke 1'SB th ere with bis gi ant 
pl anes bigg er s nd ltetter then E1eythi"8 then known (I'm thinlc
ing in particul t>r of the pi sn e used t ._ t ake the juniore to 
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New Axlglis in 1922) but to bs s reality in the y eere to com,. 

Do you N118ab&r the sullmsrine with runners on the top 
to take the St .Frm l<a junions under the ice to Jllortheetrie, 
up near the Jllorth Pole? Laughable? Yet """'1 1 t that T&r;y 
thing done b;y the Bel41i-en,J>rofeaaar Piccard? 

Then again, what ebqut his ahip on !P88Dti.C ceterpillei 
wheels that 1188 used to croaa the Sehere Deeert on one 
occasion? I grsnt :,ou thet au.ch a thing basr' . t oome to 
pass just yet, but if I'm not mistaken something simirar w111 
ectuell;y used, on e emeller soole of course, not so mll%lT 
yeere ego. 

And s o I could go on, but I think I'v e sai d enough, 
But b eer in mind, th ose of you who scoff st some of Brook's 
~ueer inventions, he's had the lest laugh on more then one 
occosion. He ms;y yet hcve the lest leugb on others. 

Bef ore I go on t o give y ou this month's quote of titl~ 
end seri als, I must spologise f or s glaring error 1n lest 
month's column. I made the statement th et it wee 1n 
"brehie's Christmee PArty" {i. e . 2nd N.S. 152-154) that the 
cinemstogrsph projector woe used . This was not correct, 
This gedg et wee used 1n the RAi thm er e Castle Christmas 
series 1st Jll,S. Bo's 137-139), 1(1 only excuse is that I 
was writing from memory. Hed I checked with the books I I 
shouldn't hev o mede such s mistAlce. However, lllY thanks er1 
due t o Ernest Hubbard of Sheffi eld for point~ it out . 

And s o for the titles: 
Note , ':lher e two titl es ere giv en, th e first is the 

detective, end the second is th e scho ol st ory. 'ih 11re only 
one is giv en then th at is e full l ength sch vol st ory. 
2nd N.S. Jllo .21, The Test Ketch Mystery, by Hedinghem Gosfie d 
( ?pen-nem ~), Di s hed ?·~iddled l Dono l 22, Th~ Vi tel Clue, 
bt E . Sinclair Halstead (~.s .Brook's home was et Halstead, 
Essex). 23, The Lone Flyer, b;y Robt." / . Comrade, The Tast 
Match TeMnte. 24, She~ eied, by S, B. Halstead {?Brooks 
The Sch oolboy Glider. 25 , The Ielimd of Ships, b)t 
S.B. Helsteed . The Remove ' • Good Turn. 26, Trapped 1n the 
s,rgesso, b;y s. B. HBletm-d . Hand;r1 e Helping Hand. 
27, Galleon Gold, bys. B. !IAlsteed , Horod.J>g th e Heed • . 
28, The Legi on o f th e Loa.t, b;y Robt. TJ. Comrade. The River 
RiV1!1le, 29, "All TOI.< TJare" et St .Franks. • }O, The hlretery 
ME>ater. Ill Archie ' s bJ,f'pl Thr eet. 
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t E T T E R B O X 
(1) ill .:.bvut the Ji'"" Tom l.!erry Bo oles 

Deer Sir, 

Hamilton & Cu (St 11ff ord) Ltd. 
l & 2, .Melvill e Court, 

Gold.hBwlt Rued, · 1 .12. 
28th December, 1951 

~r. Frank Richerds bes sugg es t ed thet, ea Edit or of th 
"Collect or• s Digeet", y<-u might b e inter ested t o hear from 
us ra;ie rding s n<IW series of paper-b,.cked novels fe11turi.ng 
Tvm !Jerry cl: Co. tbst we will be co ,mnencing t o publish in 
Februery, 1952 . I see th ct s ome edven ce menti on of this 
wee c- nteined in y our Dec ember issu e of "Collect or• s Di ge st " 

The enc l osed edvenc e copy vf P le ef let which we ere p 
ducing clerifies deta ils of this new series, end we sho uld 
b <, grate ful if y ou coul d include det ei ls in your first 
evsil abl& i ssue. 1.lt ernetively, we will hav<, avail ab l e on 
Fri day, 4th Pr o:: , o supply of the Gncl o sed l ea fl et, end you 
might c onsid ,;r including e c.7py of th e l ea flet with each 
c opy uf your p ~ri cdic nl f er dlstribu t i on t o your subscribe 

If, with ycur backgr ound of experi enc e of Tom L!err,y 
ff'ns, y c,u er e rble t o IIIE'ke eey euggesti one to us r vgl' rdi.ng 
the f urth er pr omoti on of these public e ti ons, we s hould b e 
moat gr et eful f er yo ur oasist enc e. 

r ours f cithfully, 
f er Hamilt on & ~o .(St sff ord) Lt d. 

H • .:.Se E>el , Dir e ct or. 
(..ny sugg estions, fans? If th e l er,fl eta ~r e r eceiv ed in 
time they will be includ ed vdth this i ssu e . - H. L. ) 
~~~~·--~~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--! 

( 2) They Bnck up Bub ·:,hi ter 
(Numerous letters have bean r ece iTed supp orting Bob rlhi t er• 
pl ea f or th e r e turn c,f th e old artists. Th e. two :fo ll 
er e typic el . ~ H.L.) 
Du£1r Edi t or , 

Bob ~•hi t er ec h oes tho sentim ents of a good CE'f\Y of us , 
I em sure, when he depl or es the illustrations in this y ee r• 
"Tom ilerry' s Own". ':/hen I opened •I\Y copy I sves appelled b 
th e sh ocking a tt smpts ~t dr~ conte in ed th erein. The 
one, for inst ance , which supp osedly dep icts Bunter emerginf'; "l 
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I frot> the ~lms efter b1tiDg th e vict:Lc> of Coker• e tAr attempt 
i s enout,-b to ,,wke en o ld Ju>gn&t reeder weep. If we csnnot 
have the old srtiets I for on e would rethsr r emember the 
old f cmili= r or.oe end ! e cae ee thGT were. These new 
cttemp te to portr,,y the old chsrect era esvour too mueh of 
the comic stripe, which, t o l!\f mind, disfigure tlie book
stella of t o-df<T. 

(3 ) 

Dear Mr. Edit or, 

Yours sincere~, 
~ •• lltlB!LlID. 

The ~odern Sch ool, Surbiton. 
16th DGc,,mber, 1951. 

· I •m deli ghted thet Bob ~lhite r has mode the s uggesti ,,n 
th at rn effo rt sh cul d be m,,de t o l et .ll!r. Chepmsn illustrate 
th e Grey!ri Pra ltooks, Pnd Mr. Mecd o~ld r eturn t <> hie first 
l vve, T<iMl Merry. 
· It is e ll th Pt is n aadod t o m..ke th es e fine publicetion~ 
perfect. 

Could bot ,-ou use your influence to get th a respective 
publish ers to consider this grond sugges ti on? 

Dellr }.,ir . Lbckonby, 

Youra sincare~, 
ERIC p131fE. 

PPtience Pl ea sel 

I I e:n axtrem.;lJ s orry t o sey th at we he';'e hed s ome 1i!fi 
oulty ebout p Apar fo r th e 1.ut obi <>er"PhY end , in ccnsequ ~nce, 

I 
feel thetit 11cul.d no>: b e deai reble t c hol d over publiceti on 
untii t he New Ye~r· rn 1iy thEi ti mEi .. cop ies will b<l re e dy it 
..-c-ul d tJld t o get .l.vs.t .in . th e wel t er of Chriotmes books. ~ie 
Are els o hoping t ~ err r.ngc for publi cPti cn t o coinci de with 
th " televisi on p=r:m.ie wh ich s houl d gi ve it en axcellent 
sen d off . I eppreci ct e th at the re will b e c ons~ dereble dis 
eppoint c,ant rt the doley but it s eB!llB best t o' ·t pke thi s 
decision in All th o Ciroumstt'nC&8. 

· ··, ;1th -~ · rego rds, · Yourli iiinc er ely, 
. . Cll.'..IW!S S;;:[Ul'Oll°~' . 



r; dited by :!. !.:.Bond . 10, :.;r,-, · ;en , Rhir,bina , Curdit'i'• 

TI!E ROllllD ·:o,:u.::, 
It g i v os me [:rer.t ploc oure t o gi v o rJo :;t 

ot t his co nth' o spn ce to det<-.ils of tho ne \!ly fonood 
Saxto n :llcl:o Cirelo. ilo doubt. you riill bo ,,, ndorin l 
rlln t th o nov oicn c.t the top of thi s page cenns . './,,1.l 
it i o tho si gn of th o s. l3. Circle, a aii;n ,.n ic h , !ill b e 
uaod sh oncvo r t\.nd dwrcvor Ci rclo cotte rs a ro di scu c. 1c d 
or :,rti cl ca by its c o:tbcr s :,ro f ea tured . During tho 
-pnst for: ao nt ho I ho.vo d isc u~a ed various plnns fo r tno 
innugurr.ti on of th o Circlo . It ·.na at fir:rt aui:goa t od 
that e.n 1\nnunl clln.ko Convention shoul d be hold ct :i p l :ico 
convoni ont to :,.11 Dl :,kc l ove r s end at :, t i.co to 3uit 
that! . Duo to tho dot orcinctio n ~.nd untiring offo rta of 
Jb rry !!wcr , :lox Dolphin a,d !li ll Cola> u:.C th e • bolo thi 
h:,o bcon sp ee ded up. nnd c lr ondy the fir s t t1ecting hns bo m 
h old in Londo n. On :,:ic o t ,10 y ou •.i.11 '.>c c.bl e to r c:-.d tho 
tli nut os of thio ooctin c ~nd on su ceo cdi n:; p.:iao:, be nblo 
to f ora scuo idea ns to mo t th e Circl e int ondc to do in 
th e futur e. Lot n o o,,.y h ero a nd 110'7 that i i. h..--io c y 
':'holchc:irt od au, :>ort nnd dl po os ibl o sp:,co ,rul b e r;i von 
to Circle :,.ct i viti c3 i n !U,,l::i:,.no . I t ruat contributors 
to thc3o pncoc ,1111 undorat nnd tho icport=co of t hi o n ow 
v enture ""d not be t oo dioc, :,:,o intcd 11' th 0 ir articl ca a r o 
c!clzycd n littlo . Lot us n ll hopo tl l!'.t 1952 <i. 11 b o a 
17c.c.t yocr fo r our f :ivourit n chcr :,ct or n n d n.-,y tho :,oxt on 
:ll.c.1:c Circl e thr iv e a nd bo inatr= cnt r.l in givi ng u o c. 
cl ea r er pictur o of tho VQry c oc:, lox i3lc.k e h ict ory. 11.L,.~: 
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( l) '.ll!E SEXTOll BLAU: CIRCLE • 
.. NM~ ;a: Ji .. r JI I( .. ,: MN ii' M J,j the Iii ;Ht* 

--------. __ ,,/ ----------------------------------------- -
,;inut c,o of i i r ot hooting. 
:!ol d nt th o Chor ing Cro oo llo tol, Sund:iy, 2nd Dccoobor 1951. 
2. 30 - 6 . 30 p.n. 

~ttond a nco . nob Blythe, :.!ill Col ccobo , r:.ox Dolphin , !Inr 
.. ooor , Lon "" <l J o oi e P::cla:J:lll, ilorton Prico , Bon \ihitor , 
Ch::rli o Md Olivo !fright e nd Archi o Young . 
Tho cbovc n:i.r.1c.;d o.ro th o TuUiH>l!!R J'11;LB1.;Rs. 

Jfinuto:, . 
In on initial :,ddr ooo lfr,rry Honor otr ooood th nt aho ulcl 

it bo deci ded to fo n:, a Soxt on fil r.ko Circl o , it u uot bo 
otr ooood :it th o out oot t ha t th cro 1mot b e no thought of 
"'1Y cl :ioh rd.th th o Old lloy o' Dock Club o f r.hich r.,o,rt , if 
not nll of tho oo p r os ont uoro ont h usiastic 1owboru . But . 
Saxt on Bl ak o c ollecting n ocdod o uch spocinliso.tion o· .. in c 

to th o •.,ny in , .hich th o vc rl field ·.a s S!)lit by on ,i.l.u o ot 
tot cil l r,c.k of chrono l ogi cn.l ar dor in tho public :,ti ona . For 
oxr..nplo, if a 1'l :r:.€11ot11 col l ect or doci dod to eo t or a. cort ai 
sori oo, on ce h o h ad £ound tho firot e ncl l n ot nu::iboro , 
n0thin g ol oo r or_.:iin cd but t o cot hol d of t h ru but if a 
:ll.::iko coll ector ui,-'1od to coll ect Robert i..urrny' s Confo d
or -,ti on aeri e s ho had to do t:ork of r cooa rch cov or in g · a 
period o f nJ.:·;o at f ift een y cc.rs :,nd t han 1.,i (:ht not bo c art e · 
of hc.ving a coc1plot o l is t of titles . Anot he r po i nt ,io.s 
th o orJount o f extr a ·.o rk c:-.uocd by l: ,ck of i nforuu ti on a.nd 
publ ioh cd inaccur c.ci o s . 'l'hi s field tdd,t ,-,ell bo c pl.it 
into nr oa s o f sp ccb l i s::-.tion ,iith Archi o You:l[l boc ou in g , 
f or ox::a:,l o, th o sxp crt on Anth ony Sk<no a nd his ,10rk , 
,hil o Bob Blythe i::i eJ1t p orfom a lik e aorvico fo r th :,t o f 
;;;u·ay Sor.rl oo Br ooks. '1'hop0 int u ust bo ot r ccs od t h :::t 
thia :::hould bo a p urely , .o rkin g body, not :, .,ci a l ono . 
It , ns to be cr oatly ro~cttod t ha t Jk urico !lon<l h::l.d not 
boon r .bl o to aoc h is m y cl ea r to COrJi "l! up to Landon fo r 
this oo oting a nd ho <mould bo k c;,t tully infom oc! a s t o 



tho rooult of it. .Anoth er :,oint o f i upo rtc.nce \"-'!S tho 
f\lturo position ,4th ro a, rd to de al.ors e nd uounting pric ,s 
follo v:Lng th e rogr cttroblo pao :r.l.nc of J ohn ! ,cdc r " ft fro.c 
d,oo ono could nl c.nye bo aura of a cquar o Lloal. 

Tho c;uido t o u wbora mo thon eonc thro u~ point by 
:, oint ·.lion it '"' o put to tho occt inc; t !lot c doc ioio n bo 
rn do "o to di.othe r or not " Sw.'TOU !lL, .KE cmci.:: u:is to 
cot: o i nto b cine;. 

Tho vot e o f c!):-,rovnl tna unr.nir.loua. 
Follo :;od t~o , l oction o f th u f oll o·.zi.ng o ffio ero:-

C!1.:.ir~n • •• 
Vic o c:"'in:cn 
Sccr otnry •• 
Tro..-.::mror •• 

... 
' ·~. 

:-1. F. l!oao r. 
L. P,·. chu-.n • 
R.. Dolphin. 
c. ·:;rt :,;li.t. 

il i'tor l ong, full c,ndfroo dioouosion , ·.ci th s ov.,ral. >? i.nt 
put to th o v6to, th o folb ·.nng ::,ointo of or de r \'.'Oro p"\osod 
no a ,'uiclo t o ,~a:ibt:rs o f ':ho :X.xton Blcl ,o Circl o, -

Guiclo to 1:a,b orp. 

1. The narco of th o Circle shcl.l be T:·ll! S!U'l'Oi! !lL ;J ;;, 
crncu:. 

2, Tho obj ect of t he Circlo is to fUrthor r ooec.rch into 
!Jl "-1<:o au ttor c: Kl incroo so tho int or o.t in 3lako cuon:: 
cc lloct ors of olcl boyo ' book s. /,lsc to discuss a.nd 
o.lloccto fields of ::rtudy to t ho u a :ibc rs of tho Circ l ); 
t ho r os ul ts to bo ot udio d nt n: future ncoti ne r'..nd 
publichod in ''Th o Coll octo r o Dieo :,t" if r equir ed n n d 
· -!>on do ubl o-chockod by '1t l oo rl t,-.o other uwbo rs f or 
Occur ncy n~cl coaplctonoss. 

3. 'i'ho Circl e to o oot at l 0'1ci; t hric e o. yoa r. 
4. Tho venuo of th o aootine;o t o vr,.ry c:nc! to bo c rr c.nc;cd 

by o utucl. concont. 
s . The Ci rcle to b o a ffili ated to Tho Ol tl Boy s Book Club. 
6. r:l i eibili ty for orubo r ship · oxtonds t o o ithcr s ox but 

tho pr.:,spoctivo n cobcr is r oquiro <l to h::i.vo oi th t:r Q 

ccll octi on or a kn oulod e o of th o su bjoct l e.r i,o oncue,i 



or docp ono uC,1 to r ontlor hiu or ho r cli~blo to t.., l.o 
port in th o \:Ork u a outlinO<l in ;,<>re: r ~.ph tu, - l ovo ot 
th o aubj oct c.l o no ia not su.f!'iciont. Ho or sho u us t 
s inc er el y •.:ish to t a.kv aoc o a ctive p,-rt in such 1.orlt c.n <l 
t o 1":v o th o r os ulta ot c:ny ouch , .or k ~ovor nO<l by tho 
c,onJi ti on..'\l cl au ao cont ::iinoJ in t ho tincl. sonton co o ( 
pnrn :7".p ht,,X> • . 
7. ; ,oo bor ship ot th o Sexton DJ.cl« , Circl.o is confinocl t o 
rJi~~ o, but husb<-.ncl and ,,it o t r.ill count .for ono uw bor-

oth or bus in os s. 

It ,n o proviai onn lly Jo ci tlo<l t ha t t ho next oc otin c bo 
h ol d on Sunday , /.pr i l 20th 1952 , nt tho houao o f Bill 
Col c ori"Jo in Sout hend. '£his on t he ox.press invit r.ti on 
not only o.f Dil.l hi.t: aolt but o.f his i_oth or. I,, ainc oro 
vot e o .f t hnnks to h er '·" " pC1asod unwrlnously . 

It ,r.s ,:c ci do<l c tt cr tlbcu ssio n to shel ve.f or t ho 
pr c aon t e.!'ly i <loo. o.f n l ibr r.ry fo r tin..-,nci nl nn<l stoen co 
roo oon s. 

A col lectio n ms tl;..".<!o of a shillin e pvr hoc.cl to hol p 
:,ey for tho t ot1 :,!le! it u,2 Jo ci Jo J th ct l ovi oe in future 
t.toulc! tlopand on oxponsoa incWT od by so er oj:oriol tlutioa. 

It rr. s .!ociJ o<l not t o l uunc.'1 cn y =.c,:: zin o but t o ,rl cnt! 
t'irt.1 bohi nJ 1'Tho Goll uct or s !>i~c.!rl 11

• 

It u ,.3 Joc i <lod t o cr eo.to Honor=y ;:oubo rship onl y .for 
pc :rl ; :a:ibor s but th c.t vi si t or s t o i:e oti nc s ,:auld bo uuclo 
~~ol cor::o. 

It ,;-r. s doci doc! t h~: t t h~ first :l ll J. ;_:o st pros=dnt; noctl 
•.ns r. £ull ,'.ncl <!ot ::iil oc! c..":.t~lo (,i.to of "Uni on J ~ck 11 nt.U:.1bor s, 
<1,-,t os , t!tl os r.m.l do ry <lct c.ils - a sect i on o f d1ich ,·.os 
on·, r u st od to ooch co ri>or. 

'1110 tloctin c br ol:o up r:t 6.30 n .ftor a vot o c t thm k s 
hnd 'ooon p;,ssc c'. to th o Chnimo.n • 

. Chc ri '1G Cross !fo tol, 
Le ndon, 2,l 2.5l, 

- - 00000 -
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S:::Jcr0ll BL.\JQ; I r! nc r::u::.'\.'tDIAll ERA. 
___ ,... ______________________ _ by \'/ALTER 11EDB. 

i;wtor Six. 
nut, nt his best, Graydo n ms quite s ood, thou~ it is neces :,o.ry to turn to the p!l(?;es of "The Doys :.,rionu" to find bin in this cood . Then, for Haa il t on .C<t.,ards, h .,.,.-ote e serial. entitlod "Sexton llloke in tho Conr,'O" d1io h , beGinnin[l in th e oorl y part of 1907, r a n for abo ut six conths . '•'his yorn, one of tho bout and c ert ainly ono of the lon cost Dlcl:o odvonturo • published durin s t :,..t yoar, doscribod ho ,r Dlok o, n t tho requ est of H. IJ. Kins :Cdr,urd VII , journoyod :.nto tho u ilds of Airico, ncco c:,n niod by Tinlcor and Poliro, in os,Jo r to nscortnin ·,.hothor tho r o ua• any truth in th u ro ;,orts of brutnl i tioa dlich bud ronchol En{llnnd, con cornini; t ho torri1>lo sufferings of tho nat ,i.vos in the Con co recion in connecti on ·.t.!. th tho o bt :i.inina of rub bor. 

r:lny back in 1884 n con:;ross ms hold in !3crlin nt tllich f ourtoen Eurcp oon Poriora uer(! r oproaont od, for tho purposo of o;,oninc th o interio r of Airico. to tra de , :\lld it n,,s e.(lX"ood u ;,on to r oco:iniso t :,o Ilnl~ Protoctor,,to, tho doctnion of Kin s Loopo l d ov or tho v mrt r ogion m t orod by tho ci~ty r i v or Cone,, o:id its tributnrioo. By t h e ten:, of that oonc osl'1o n, to <hidb C..ont Britai" ~ v o tho seal of hor autho r ity , it <.ts ati pul ot cd by Bole;i.uc th c.t tr r.do m s t o bo froo, tho :iotiv os pro t ected n nd ala.very abo liobod , "But•, da:ctlndod mlli au Lurr:,y Grayd on fi ercely i n hi s n uth or' s noto, "ho u h o.Vo those pr ooi3cs boon kep t? \ Jhnt h o s boon th o hist ory of th o coneo Fr oc stato? I t is ,1ritt 911 in l ot t ors of 1'iro nnd bl oou . Rand nnd l oom th o truth. Follo " Sexto n Bl.nko ~n his rruulorincr• ·, v.nd soo , throu ejl hi s ayos , tho t errib l e suff crinc s of th o ;,uc r n ofT oos , tho fi ondish cruolty of tho bl c.ck solc!i ors o f Bol ~ua , C'.ntl th o sta e;.'·orin !! bl ooJO lust o f \lli oh officers ond o eonts, c.l.l proupto <I by t:rcod of th o c<>ld fru.i t of tho rub~or plont. 'lhon ,7i..U Kine Leopo ld aoo tho f ateful hcnd , 1ritin ll on tho ·.n ll? Hou 1:uc l oneor th e r o-,dor ::my · :ell n si: , "111 Groda 3ritnin e n d I:uro psc pen-sit thc co a-:-:f ul or i.Dos :i.:;ninst C--ccl nncl hu::cnity Hor n uch 1onec r? 
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one cl!n i.mPgine with 'llbAt indignati on end wn,th 
J,!urrey Gray don wro te these words, for it was in seething 
t on e s ~f c ontempt th at he upbr eided the tyrannical slave 
drivere of ..:.fries's interi or as, week b.T weak , he unfolded 
his · bitt er st, ,ry of their shameful behaviowt. Told w1 th 
much more vigour than th e author was wont t o diepley, this 
tale uf Blake ""B, besidee being tcpicel, one cf th e 
detec ti ve's 0>0st n otewcrtb;y exploite. 

Qui ta e good effort ,me that entitled "Sext on Blake, 
King's Uessenger" in Nc.14C of the Union J ack . The author, 
!lark Darren, gPve quite P. l ot vf pr vminence to e meeting 
between Sext on Bleke end King Edwar d VII, which resulted in 
the cricin ol ogist making tha long journey t o Russ i e , 
acc ClmpC1nied by Tinker end Padre . To r~ into th~ etcry 
in detPil -.·. uld t ake up fer too much spece, bri efl y it 
cvncerned the c~lebreted trio •e en desvcure t 0 del iv er , 
sofely into t he hands of the Tea r nf RussiP A l ette r 
wri tt dn in cryptic cyph,r by H.hl. King Edwerd, th o c<Yle cf 
~hich was secreted in the si:!Bll cevi ty of e ri n;;;. 

Chapter 7 next mo~th. 

·' -.-.-.-.-.-.-.-. -.- .-.-.-.-.-.-.- .-.-.-.-.- .-.-.-.-.-.- .-.-. 
]id . V,;JIGU_.JID LIBlLliI: 'i , nted~ Nos . 1, 7, 9 , 31 , 33, 39, 
42, 49, ala ,) copi es or inf or!Illlti on of stories after Ro .68 
by Cher lee ilsi.d.lton and Fr enk Dr ake , Dnd of f in el issue. 
:.ny help i<T ~at ly epproci s te d . T01:1 Jlo:,perton, C Jurtlands , 
Fulford Roel\ , Scerb cr ough . 

YOO 'VE GOT YOUR AlffiUAL 

BUT 

HA.VE YOU FORGO'ITEN YOUR SUB? 


